During Ms lifetime he was raised high above the com- 297
mon level and became a monumental figure. He had the
soul of a leader. He belonged to that group, small
throughout history, whom God chooses to carve out hu-
man destinies, to map out roads for the nations and con-
duct the people along them. The admiration felt for
him by Ms countrymen will increase constantly*
It is too soon to assign Ms place in history. Two or
three generations must pass before there is perspective
enough to see him in relation to Ms era, to Poland's his-
tory, to the rest of Europe, to the world. As commander-
in-cMef in 1920, as executive, as adviser in financial mat-
ters, as initiator of plans for the Foreign Office he gave
a monumental service to the reborn state. Separately
these speak of greatness. All of them together arouse our
a Ami ration. His greatness is already looming, fore-
shadowing the verdict of Mstory.
Some compare iiitti with Ebsciuszko and PoniatowsM,
but he knew how to do what they could not do—rouse
people of all ranks and make them believe in their own
strength. Some compare him with Stefan Batory, but
that king, fighting against quarrelsome nobles and gov-
ernmental disorder, had a brief reign of ten years and did
not finish. Ms task. Some, going farther back, compare
Mm with Ladislas Lokietek who united the state, and
Kazimierz the Great who strengthened it internally, and
Ladislas Jagiello who defended it; but they worked un-
der medieval conditions in the fourteenth and fifteenth
centuries. And some compare him with Boleslaw the
Brave who was both a great military leader and a politi-
cian, attaining a Mgher place than any of Ms contempo-
raries in Europe; a stern man, yet at his death in 1025
there was a whole year of mourning in Poland.
There is indeed no figure in the long past of Polish
Mstory to be compared with Josef PilsudskL Among the
outstanding names there is not one who was both success-
ful soldier and successful builder. He lived in a unique

